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FDRAG Contact List
	USA


	Jojo Farr

Director

610 Longwood Dr, Rockville, Maryland  20850 USA
	240-505-1429

jojo.farr@gmail.com

	Greece

and Holland
	Geesje De Jong

Assistant Director
Kalari 30, 15452 Paleo Psyckiko, Athens, Greece
	0030-210-6749218

geesjedejong@yahoo.com

	Switzerland
	Karin Elsea 

Assistant Director
PO Box 5957, 1002 Lausanne, Switzerland
	0041-78-677-2965

karinelsea2001@yahoo.com

	Germany
	Tanja Blume

Schuetzenstr.14,   76327 Pfinztal,  Germany

	+71-5380-954

Tanja_equimed@yahoo.com

	USA
	Hannah Floyd

Sr. Advisor
17366 NW State Rd 16, Starke Florida 32091 USA
	904-964-7303
hannahfloyd@hotmail.com
places to stay, visiting etc.

	England
	Jo Gibbs 

90 Rayne Road, Braintree, Essex, CM7 2QP  UK
	01376 325589

gibbs_jo@hotmail.com
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Law professor Michael Mello, expert on death penalty, dies


By � HYPERLINK "mailto:louis.porter@rutlandherald.com" �Louis Porter� Vermont Press Bureau - Published: November 25, 2008


MONTPELIER — Michael Mello, a well-known professor at Vermont Law School, died at his home during the weekend. Mello was a national expert on legal issues surrounding the death penalty and had represented inmates on death row. ��Mello was also involved in legal and court matters in Vermont. He testified before the Vermont Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights this past summer.��Mello also thought about and commented on decisions — particularly those decisions involving the Vermont Constitution or the U.S. Constitution — made by Vermont and U.S. courts.��"He was my colleague for 20 years," Professor Joan Vogel said. "It hasn't really sunk in to me that he isn't here anymore."��It was Mello's commitment to advocating for fair treatment of those accused of crimes, especially his death penalty work, that she remembers about him, she added.��"He was someone who cared deeply about the criminal justice system and how badly it works most of the time," Vogel said. "Sometimes these clients were not upstanding folks. That was really not the point. The point was whether they are guilty of what they were accused of doing.��"He certainly worked tirelessly to try and convince people how often mistakes were made in this system," she said. "He had enormous courage to do that."


Mello's humor and his dedication to what he was doing and its serious impact on people's lives made him a good teacher and lawyer, Vogel added.


"He had a wonderful sense of irony and humor and to do the kind of work he did you had to have that," Vogel added.��"Michael Mello is well known as a prolific writer on the death penalty and criminal law matters, but I will














To: Robert Bailey We miss you my brother 


and hope all is at its best with you and the wifey.


Happy Valentine’s Day Cupid. We love you Saint.      


From Spanky, April & Kids.











Harder





Contacting FDRAG for help.





If there is a problem that you need or want FDRAG’s help with, let us know. If we hear from 1 person, we make a note of the issue and monitor it. If we hear from a few people, we put the issue on our action list. Please do not think that other people are writing about the issues for you. If there is something that is a problem or concern, you need to write to us.








FDRAG has been given permission by UCI to donate converter boxes. We are attempting to raise the necessary money to buy boxes for anyone who needs one. If you need help buying a box, please let us know. Send us copies of your last few bank statements. If you don’t have copies, we can get that on this end, just let us know.  




















To my Adam, Thank you for being the BEST boyfriend ever, i love you with all my heart and soul, happy valentines day baby, all my love always and forever  your english rose xxx





A sincere apology  


In Newsletter issue #21, FDRAG made a comment that we had received book requests some even from guys who cannot read. It was brought to our attention that those books were art books and other such books that do not require reading skills. We are genuinely sorry for having made a false accusation To the individuals involved we offer our most sincere apologies. 





Heart Kakuro 


Puzzle #2





Rules: Each puzzle consists of a blank grid with sum-clues in various places. 





The object is to fill all empty squares using numbers 1 to 9 so the sum of each horizontal block equals the clue on its left, and the sum of each vertical block equals the clue on its top. 





In addition, no number may be used in the same block more than once.





Good Luck!!











Cryptograms = puzzle #1


Can you translate these sentences into English?





"Xqyk* hek* cirk* nt *xska,* hek fnqc* iqu* hek* digq *cx *jiyf* nq* hek* tirk* jxl." (Nhimniq* Daxskaj)





"Y* UIBFJMG* IV* Y *PKIBXYJQ *TRNMX *OMLRJX* HRPK* Y *XRJLNM* XPME." - AIJVBARBX





We have placed an asterix between each word. The answers will appear in the next newsletter.
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Mail Bag





Issues that should be resolved;





1. The yard balls at UCI are being repaired/patched.





2. The lights in the hallways are now being turned off at night at UCI.





3. Everyone at FSP and Lowell CI has a converter box.





4. The shower mats have been replaced and the showers cleaned.





Issues that FDRAG has raised, or will soon be raising, but which are as yet unresolved; 





1. Ants on the wings, due in part to the fact that food trays often have to be turned sideways and passed through the bars, causing food to spill onto the floor.





2. Insufficient cleaning of the wings (mopping with clean water).





3. The noise made by the wing doors day and night that are allowed to slam shut, or often have to be slammed shut in order to close properly and securely. 





4. Repair/replace is no longer allowed.





5 Stocking canteen with additional items including; better headsets, a better fan, manual razors, CD players, better drawing pencils, larger bowls and a less expensive digital ready color TV.





6. Grievances that are not answered and that are not placed into a secure box for transport. 





7. Being made to stand and face the windows while a cell is being searched rather than being allowed to watch. 





8. Expanding the list of hobby craft items available.





List of issues being monitored;





1. The mail room is not sending rejection slips for refused/returned items.


2. Black boxes are still being used inside the facility.


3. The screens have holes in them and the mosquitoes are a problem.


4. Food trays are not insulated.


5. Only 1 roll of toilet paper is provided per week





If any of these issues are a problem for you, we appreciate hearing from you about it.








Following is a statement  from Assistant Warden Polhill at UCI about the upcoming conversion to digital only transmissions. 


“The central antenna system goes through a channel processor that converts uhf analog frequency channels (channels 25, 30, 47, etc.) to vhf analog frequency channels (channels 2 – 13 and assigns them to a vacant channel between 2 and 13. This was done to allow all televisions in use at this time to receive all the network channels clearly. We will not alter this system until the digital conversion takes place. Once the digital conversion takes place the electronic equipment mentioned above will be removed and the digital signal received through the air from the television transmitter will simply be amplified and sent to all dormitories including death row. At that time the digital televisions and those equipped with digital to analog converters will both receive the digital transmission. The analog televisions without converter boxes will not receive anything except the religious programming that comes via satellite.”


********************


We have also been advised that if the conversion date is extended until the summer, UCI will wait until that time to make the antenna upgrade. 





Happy Valentine's Day for David G., Kevin, Khalel, Kosta, Mike B and Mike L, Mike R, Richard S, and Jason D,  Much love and happiness.  Karin











To Alphonso Green: Thank you for always being there for me and bringing me strength and love that I have never known before. You have brought such a positive light to my life and forever I will love you!! Your girl always!!! Patti





Valentine’s Day Messages








Happy Valentine’s Day














Kakuro tips: 





Always double check before placing a number. 





Start with the short blocks and then move to the longer ones.





Never guess! Only make moves based on logical deductions. 





Make small pencil marks noting which numbers are allowed in the empty squares. This will help narrow down possibilities later on. 





Copy the chart to full page size.





Note: There is only one unique solution for each puzzle.














remember him especially for his mentoring friendship for students and his willingness to contribute in myriad ways to the life of Vermont Law School outside the classroom," Jeff Shields, the Dean of the law school, said in a statement.��Mello, who lived in White River Junction, died Sunday following a brief illness, according to the law school. The cause of death was not immediately known.��Mello, 51, was also an author of several books, including "The Wrong Man" about the two decades he spent preventing the execution of Joe Spaziano, a case which, according to the summary of the book, cost Mello any hope of practicing in Florida again.��"Most Americans would be horrified at how courts and governors handle death-penalty cases, and this book is more than worth its price for its account of that process," the Washington Post Book World said of that book.��Mello also carried on a correspondence with Unabomber Theodore Kaczynski after Kaczynski was in prison.��"To some extent at least, I know him," Mello said of Kaczynski in 1999. Mello also wrote a book about Kaczynski's case.��In Vermont, Mello was also known for commenting on complex and controversial criminal cases, including the death penalty case of Donald Fell and the Vermont Supreme Court decision to overturn the felony domestic assault case of Michael Brillon because his trial took too long.��The decision by the justices was controversial, but Mello said it was not without basis.��"We do poorhouse justice here in Vermont. That has been a lurking crisis here really before Howard Dean was governor, but especially during his tenure," Mello said of the Brillon case.��Mello is survived by his wife, Deanna, who is a Vermont Law School alumna.





Your family, friends and loved ones are welcome to call any of the above numbers if they have any questions 


at all about your situation (or anything else to do with death row) and we will do what we can to help.





The FDRAG Web page


The FDRAG web page is beginning to come together and we are excited to be able to give you this opportunity to share your faces and creative talents with the world. 


“The Faces of Death Row”


This section of the website will be devoted to personal information about you.


Stories.  We are looking for the stories behind the faces that can be seen on the DOC website. FDRAG is aware and respectful of the DOC regulation that prohibits pen pal ads and we cannot publish any stories that resemble those ads. To give everyone a feel for what we would like to see in your stories, we have provided some questions below. You do not have to answer all the questions, but we do not want your story to deviate into other areas. You may elaborate within a specific subject, but we would like you to give us as much as you can about as many of the different questions as you can. 


 When and where were you born? Who did you grow up with and where? Do you have parents, siblings or other relatives or family? What were your early childhood years like? Tell us a bit about growing up and any people that played a part in that.  What were your school years like? What was your life like as a young adult? Did you have any jobs? What were they? What kinds of relationships did you have? Were you married before you came to death row? How old were you when you came to death row? What do you most vividly recall about your life in the free world? What is your favorite memory? What is your least favorite? Do you have any children? Are you currently married? What are your relationships today? 


We ask that your story be limited to 600 words or less.


Pictures.  We have started to receive photos to include with the stories. If you send a self addressed stamped envelope your picture(s) will be scanned and returned to you as quickly as possible. These can be pictures taken of you in the free world, as a child or adult, or pictures of you today with family and friends if you wish. 


Other web site sections:                     


“Stories of Life on the Row”


This section of the website will be devoted to stories about your lives today. If you wish, you can  share what it is like, what you do, what you feel (and live) while on death row. Again we ask that these stories be limited to 600 words or less.				 


“The Talents of the Row”


 FDRAG will sponsor a creative corner which will showcase poems and stories and artwork and anything else that you create that can somehow be uploaded to the internet. Suggestions for a better name are welcomed and needed


The art work, stories and other pieces included on the FDRAG web site will be offered for sale to the general public. Money paid for the items will be sent to the FDRAG PayPal account. All funds will be used for FDRAG activities.  Help us to help you.


“Featured faces of the month”


Every month, or maybe every few weeks, FDRAG will feature a select number of the stories and talents to be highlighted in a special section of the website. 








FDRAG


c/o 610 Longwood Drive


Rockville, Maryland 20850





To:





To my husband Victor. I love you, I miss you and I need you. Thank you for loving me back and for being my best friend and my soul mate!! I wouldn’t want to have to do it without you. Your adoring wife, Jojo





By MATTHEW BARAKAT,  AP


WASHINGTON -New death sentences in the United States were at or near a three-decade low this year and the number of people executed will be the lowest since 1994, according to a new report.


 The nonprofit Death Penalty Information Center reports 37 executions in 2008, with no more expected for the remainder of the year. That's down 12 percent from 42 in 2007 and a 30 percent drop from 2006.


 The center estimates the total number of death sentences this year at 111. That is on par with the 115 death sentences imposed in 2007 that represented a 30-year low. It is more than a 60 percent drop from 1998, reflecting a steady decline over the last decade.


 The report from DPIC, which opposes the death penalty, also indicates that executions in the U.S. have essentially become a regional phenomenon. All but four of the 37 executions this year occurred in the South and Texas, with Ohio and Oklahoma providing the exceptions. Half of the executions occurred in Texas, where 18 inmates were put to death.


Virginia executed four prisoners. Georgia and South Carolina executed three each; Florida, Oklahoma, Mississippi and Ohio each executed two and Kentucky executed one.


 All of the executions in 2008 occurred after April 16, when a U.S. Supreme Court decision on the use of lethal injections ended what had been a de facto moratorium in place for almost seven months.


Experts differed on the moratorium's effect. Richard Dieter, the DPIC's executive director, had feared the numbers would spike in 2008 as states rushed to implement executions that had been on hold.


 The fact that there wasn't a spike, he said, demonstrates the inherent problems with the death penalty, including the struggle to ensure a fair appeal process on issues like DNA evidence and inadequate lawyering.








Thanks from everyone at FDRAG to everyone that sent us Holiday cards. It means a lot.











Easier





But Richard Bonnie, a law professor at the University of Virginia and an expert on capital punishment, said it was expected that it would take some time after the moratorium was lifted for the normal pace of executions to resume, and he does not consider the drop in executions in 2008 as proof of a long-term decline.


What is more important, Bonnie said, is the drop in death sentences. That data is unaffected by the moratorium, which banned only executions, not death sentences handed down by judges and juries.


 Death sentences have been on the decline more than a decade. Bonnie said that while a majority of Americans still favor the death penalty, their fervor for it was waned as violent crime rates have receded.


 Dieter also said that recent death-row exonerations prompted by DNA evidence have planted seeds of doubt in the public's mind about carrying out an irrevocable punishment.


On a state level, changes in the law have also made a difference. In Texas, for instance, a 2005 law gives juries the option of imposing a life sentence without parole. Before then, any sentence short of execution carried the possibility of parole after 40 years in prison, said Kristen Houle, executive director of the Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty.


 As a result, Texas has imposed only 10 death sentences in 2008, according to Houle's organization, the fewest since the U.S. Supreme Court reinstated capital punishment in 1976.


 Other states have made changes -- North Carolina and other states have made it easier for prosecutors to seek a life sentence instead of a death penalty. New Jersey abolished the death penalty at the end of 2007. Maryland's legislature is expected to consider abolition in 2009.


 Bonnie said he believes that public attitudes have softened on the death penalty in the last decade as the violent crime rate has receded.


 "The real test will be what happens when violent crime goes back up again, if that will lead to a reversal of these trends," Bonnie said.
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