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WORKING TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE LIVING  


CONDITIONS FOR DEATH ROW IN FLORIDA
[image: image24.jpg]2. A 3-kg object is released from rest at a height of 5m on a curved
frictionless ramp. At the foot of the ramp is a spring of force
constant k = 100 N/m. The object slides down the ramp and into
the spring, compressing it a distance x before coming to rest.
(a) Find x.
(b) Does the object continue to move after it comes to rest? If yes

, how high will it go up the slope before it comes to rest?
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Legal News and Analysis, Karin Elsea
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Supreme Court News

Lawrence v Florida __ US __ (2007). The US Supreme Court sided with Florida holding, 5 to 4, that the one year limitation period on habeas appeals in federal court does not stop during the pending of a United States Supreme Court (USSC) certiorari petition.

The passage of the AEDPA in 1996 limits the appeals process, instuting a one year statute of limitation on the habeas appeals process in federal courts. Plainly stated, one has one year to file for state post-conviction relief after a conviction becomes final.

Specifcaly, let's assume one files an application for state post conviction relief in a Florida trial court 360 days after a conviction becomes final (360 days after being sentenced to death and after the Florida Supreme Court (FLSC) affirms the conviction and sentence on appeal). Once the appeal is filed, the clock stops ticking. The clock starts again once a decision is handed down.

However, with the application for state post conviction relief, one also petitions the USSC, seeking review of the denial of state post conviction relief)and what normally happens is that the FLSC will rule before the USSC. This is what happened in the case of Mr. Lawrence. He thus assumed that the clock had not begun ticking again and that he still had 5 days left to file further federal appeals.
Thus the issue before the USSC was to decide whether the one year time frame allowed for federal appeals means only the time pending in state courts or inlcludes the timeMr. Lawrence asked the Supreme Court to take his case.

As the ruling decided that time does not stop while waiting for a USSC ruling, it becomes imperative - that once the FLSC has denied (or ruled in favor) state post conviction relief - to file in both federal district court and with the USSC to protect ones rights. 
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" Fill in the grid so that every row,every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. "News from the inside
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Not much space left, but enough…..

Please, please, we are not going anywhere, we are still here and working for you, but time is not always available to do what we need to do. This newsletter is the first since the Christmas issue, so those of you who think you don’t get the newsletter anymore- it has simply not been published.

This issue is mostly dealing with the lethal injection commission and the results of that. …(You will notice that my cat is back- he couldn’t wait – as you can see clearly from the picture.) and he has done an excellent summary of the final report from the commission. Treat yourself – it is in tiny writing we know, but it is worth reading.
As you all know, the DOC has had a lot of changes – and so fast that it has been hard to keep up with. We have now, after quite a while, established contact with the new region director, so more about that in the next issue.

Please also know that all letters are being read, there is just not enough time to respond to every one personally. Sometimes it happens – but not often enough and I apologize for that.
 Until next time… God bless you and keep you.

Hannah
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R. Udeasheck Pawsing to bloviate...
There I was, sitting in my office & generally minding my own business, when Ms. Hannah called me from the kitchen; I went there to find her in an exceptionally bad mood: “The Governor’s Commission on Lethal Injection issued their report today,” she said. “I want you to write about it.” I informed her that I was quite busy arranging paperclips after a long night of overindulging on cat-nip.. However, to make a long story short she talked me into it (being the only person in the kitchen with the opposable thumbs required to remove the lid.)
As you’re no doubt aware, the Commission was supposed to find out why the last lethal execution in FL was fucked up beyond all recognition was flawed (because apparently, even in Florida, sweeping the whole thing under the rug with an explanation the Warden pulled out of his ass just made up, didn’t quite suffice) and recommend how the process might be improved.  The Commission worked under 2 constraints:  Witnesses could not be subpoenaed, and all medically trained members of the execution team who testified did so anonymously; furthermore, “Both medical and legal ethics regulating each profession limited inquiry of those commissioners affiliated with either profession.” Still, the commission felt that “ able to convene in a manner that was collegial, deliberate and dedicated to the mandate bestowed upon it by the Governor. As a result, the Commission is proposing several findings and recommendations.” .... & reading that result, the Commission’s report, I’m almost sure that 1,000 monkeys typing couldn’t have done any better.* Let’s have a look at some of their ‘Findings & Recommendations’, shall we?

Among the findings regarding the execution of Angel Diaz we see that there was a “failure of the execution team to follow the existing protocols in the delivery of the chemicals.” In my opinion, this is understandable. After all, following that protocol requires that the executioner is able to count to 8, and familiar with the alphabet up to the letter ‘B.’ In addition, the Commission says that “the protocols as written are insufficient to properly carry out an execution when complications arise.” Actually, to be specific, to the degree that the current LI Protocol anticipates anything unusual at all, it doesn’t obviously recognize the situation as a ‘complication.’ See LI Protocol, section 12(l), in which all of app. 50 words are used to describe the procedure ‘cut-down.’ Additionally, the Commission found there was: “failure of the training of the execution team members; failure of the training to provide adequate guidelines when complications occur; there was a failure of leadership as to how to proceed when a complication arose in the execution process and; there was inadequate communication between the execution team members and the warden who was not informed of the problem and the changes implemented.”  I have researched the matter thoroughly, and much to Ms Hannah’s chagrin, it is my conclusion that for an accurate definition as to those points, I would have to refer the reader to the Urban Dictionary’s entry ‘CLUSTERFUCK.’ The Commission goes on to observe that “there are [...] conflicts which remain unresolved. Examples [..]: Observations of the inmate during the execution process, including movement of the body, facial movements and verbal comments and; conflicting testimony of the expert medical witnesses regarding the impact of drugs, absorption of drugs, etc.” I think we can safely assume that means ‘someone’s completely full of shit not testifying truthfully.’ Not to be discouraged, however, the Commission concludes that: “the preponderance of physical evidence demonstrates that venous access at the time of execution was improperly maintained and administered. [..] The Department of Corrections failed to follow their August 16, 2006 Protocols, which resulted in the administration of the lethal chemicals to inmate Diaz at least in part subcutaneously. [..] There was inadequate training as to the August 16, 2006 Protocols.” No... Really? “Failure to adhere to Department of Corrections Protocol 14(e) and the fact that this protocol inadequately provides direction when changing to the secondary site (B), that the lethal chemicals are to commence from the second rack (B) in the order described in protocol 14(d)” Here would be a good place to insert that 14(d) describes administration of chemicals from Stand A, which is identical to Stand B. The assumption was obviously that chemicals from both stands would be administered in the identical manner; but of course this is FSP, so we’ll need to lower expectations considerably... “In this instance, the sequence in which the drugs were actually administered and the rack from which they were taken, created the opportunity, with or without the venous access failure, to allow the second chemical, pancuronium bromide, and the third chemical, potassium chloride, to take effect before the first drug, sodium pentothal, was able to fully take effect.” Of course, in this instance, another reason to assume that the sodium pentothal wasn’t able to fully take effect, was that it wasn’t administered when administration of chemicals from Stand B was commenced. The Commission, however, found that it is “impossible [..] to reach a conclusion as to whether inmate Angel Diaz was in pain.” Let’s see: By their own findings, the chemicals were administered so that the potassium chloride (the effect of which is - to use a scientific term - ‘really fucking painful’) had ‘opportunity’ to take effect as a double dose prior to the single-dose sodium pentothal. So how, indeed, can anyone possibly conclude anything (unless they’re, y’know, not actually retarded)? 

In order to remedy the situation, the Commission “recommends that the Florida Department of Corrections [..] consider modifications to its written policies and procedures.” Color us impressed!....A few of those modifications, along with our unsolicited comments: “Develop and implement written procedures that clearly establish the chain of command in the lethal injection process, to include that the Warden (or other such person designated by the Secretary, Florida Department of Corrections) has final and ultimate decision making authority in each and every aspect of the lethal injection process.” We assume this is because the current LI Protocol, which states throughout that “The Warden will schedule / select / provide / administer / continue to select (and test) / designate / determine / ensure / conduct / consult / sign forms / receive reports / approve / administer and permit just wasn’t quite sufficient to convey that sort of thing. “Change the designation of the lines used for the IVs and racks holding the lethal chemicals so that one has a number designation  and the other has a letter designation.” Because the current designations ‘A’ & ‘B’ are too complicated? “The debriefing process following an execution should be a formal process that details who should participate and what should be covered. A written record of the debriefing should be produced.” Terrific! Only problem is that this point fails to address the issue in the Angel Diaz execution, which was that the debriefing did not take place immediately, as per protocol. “Develop and implement a process to determine the most suitable method of venous access (peripheral or femoral) for the lethal injection process, considering the technical skills of available personnel and the individual circumstances of the condemned inmate.” If only they ever had a reason in the past to determine and implement that sort of thing! We should ask Bennie Demps... Oh, wait.. Never mind. “Develop and implement procedures for gaining venous access to the condemned inmate which do not require movement of the condemned person after venous access is obtained. These procedures should optimize the length of tubing, so that it is as short as possible.” In the current LI Protocol, points 12(h) through 12(k) details the process, basically beginning with “[..] members of the execution team [..] will secure the restraining straps.” I’m no expert, so maybe that’s why I can’t imagine how any  “movement” was required (let alone possible,) once that was accomplished. Also, adjustment to the length of the tubing may be perhaps somewhat constrained by the Chemical Room and The Death Chamber being... two rooms... separated... by... a...WALL. “Develop and implement procedures to ensure that unexpected event(s) are identified, including inability to access a venous site, problems with tubing, apparent consciousness of the inmate, etc. In the event that an above described event(s) occurs, the execution process should be interrupted, appropriate persons advised, and corrective steps discussed and implemented before resuming the execution process.” In this context, “appropriate persons” to be advised and involved in discussing and performing “corrective steps” can safely be assumed to be those medically qualified team members who’re not supposed to assist in the first place. And besides, how is this in any way different from what happened in their botched executions to date? “Develop and implement procedures to allow for the monitoring of the condemned inmate’s restraints and the adhesive tape to eliminate risk of restricting the flow of lethal chemicals through the IV line.” Why would the straps be applied so tightly in the first place? Aside from that, the problem wasn’t the straps, the problem was the IV tearing through the veins -- straps or no straps, 14 syringes of chemicals had nowhere to go. “Develop and implement procedures to ensure that the condemned inmate is unconscious after the administration of the first chemical, sodium pentothal, before initiating administration of the second and third lethal chemicals.” We assume that this is the point at which the Warden at FSP smacks his forehead in a ‘why-didn’t-I-think-of-this-before’ -moment. “Develop and implement procedures to ensure that if at any stage of the administration of the lethal chemicals a decision is made to change IV sites or utilize a secondary site, that the entire lethal chemical administration process is re-initiated from the beginning (syringe #1 {sodium pentothal}), unless the Warden, in consultation with available medical staff, determines that the process may be re-initiated at a different stage.” Because the warden is qualified to determine that sort of thing... really! It went so well before! “Develop and implement a training program for all persons  involved in the lethal injection process.” But..... In the current LI Protocol, the very first paragraph defines the Execution Team as follows: “Execution team, where used herein, refers to correctional officers and other persons who are selected by the warden of Florida State Prison to assist in the administration of an execution by lethal injection, and who have the training and qualifications, including the necessary licensure or certification, required to perform the responsibilities or duties specified.”  So apparently, they lied. I need to bring Miss Hannah the smelling salts; she’s shocked, I tell you – (continued on page 10)
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Crist reappoints McDonough as corrections department chief

by JOE FOLLICK H-T CAPITAL BUREAU

TALLAHASSEE -- Gov. Charlie Crist has touted a fresh start as he assembled a new government in Tallahassee, but he made the rare step of keeping a current leader on board Wednesday by reappointing James McDonough as the head of the state's prisons and parole officers.

The move was made even more unusual by Crist's late afternoon decision to revoke former Gov. Jeb Bush's appointments of nearly 300 people to positions on various boards in state government.
"People made a choice (in the election)," Crist said. "They'd like a fresh start and some new blood. And we're going to give it to them."

On the chopping block are Phil Handy and T. Willard Fair, two members of the Board of Education who were the most visible acolytes of Bush's efforts to battle class size limits, encourage private school vouchers and tighten the FCAT-based accountability for schools.

While Crist could still keep some of Bush's selections to the boards, Crist indicated that he would replace most of them, including the Board of Education members.
 "You'll see some new blood there," Crist said.
Crist's clean sweep of anyone associated with Bush made his reappointment of McDonough more remarkable. Crist's office had interviewed possible replacements, and those close to the process said possible replacements included current DOC officials and others from out of state.

McDonough's position as the secretary of the Department of Corrections was one of the last major positions in state government that Crist had not filled. And Crist has booted most of Bush's leaders from other agencies.

And the powerful Florida Police Benevolent Association, the union for DOC officers that has been a long-time supporter of Crist, had lobbied the governor in recent days to rein in McDonough's controversial proposal to make the passing of physical fitness tests a requirement for correctional officers.

But Crist said Wednesday that McDonough's work in cleaning up a scandal-ridden agency earned him the right to stay on board.

Bush named McDonough to replace James Crosby last year in the midst of numerous state and federal investigations that led to multiple arrests and looming prison time for Crosby, who admitted taking kickbacks from a prison subcontractor

Crist said McDonough "did a remarkable job of re-instilling integrity and honor and ethics in an agency that was in bad need of it."

McDonough was one of the few to work for all eight years under Bush, starting as the state's drug czar. He was visibly pleased to earn the reappointment.

"I can't tell you how proud I am to be here and how much I intend to fulfill your expectations," McDonough said while appearing with Crist at a press conference.
McDonough said his efforts would focus on finding treatment for mentally ill inmates and reducing recidivism.
Crist said it was natural to interview others for the job, insisting he had no concerns about McDonough's abilities.
"It's always good to interview good talent and try to get the very best you possibly can. And we did that," Crist said.

McDonough's rapid-fire changes to the agency included requirements for officers to clean up their appearance, cease cursing and sign a code of ethics.

Such moves had rankled many officers who called McDonough's moves heavy-handed.

When Crist appointed heads of other law enforcement agencies, the brass of the PBA was in full force for the public announcement. Only one representative of the union appeared at McDonough's announcement on Wednesday.
But PBA executive director David Murrell said he had asked to meet with McDonough on the physical fitness requirements and was optimistic that a compromise could be reached.

"We are going to try to sit down and work things out with Secretary McDonough," Murrell said, adding that he wanted to assure correctional officers that "Gov. Crist is not going to allow anything bad to happen to them."

USA: ( The Guardian)
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Capital punishment ----America turns its back on death penalty after botched lethal injection of killer----Number of condemned at lowest  point or 30 years as opinion begins to change It took Angel Nieves Diaz 34 minutes to die from the time the 2 executioners inserted the IV tubes into each arm and began pumping the chemicals into his body. His eyes widened. His head rolled. He appeared to speak. "It was my observation that he was in pain," Neal Dupree, a lawyer for Diaz and a witness to the execution, wrote in an affidavit. The faint signs of movement from the body strapped to the trolley continued for  24 minutes. "His face was contorted, and he grimaced on several occasions. His Adam's apple bobbed up and down continually, and his jaw was clenched. "Diaz's execution in Florida on December 13 for the murder of the manager of a topless bar was the last in the state for some months to come. Almost immediately after his body was removed from the execution chamber, it became clear that the execution had gone wrong.

The cocktail of 3 chemicals that was meant to have sent him to oblivion within moments had led to a painful, lingering death. After a report from the medical examiner found 12-inch-long chemical burns on Diaz's arms, the state governor, Jeb Bush, opened an inquiry into his death and suspended all executions, granting more than 370 people on Florida's death row at least a temporary reprieve.

Although the brutality of Diaz's death merited attention across America, what has gone almost unnoticed is that the death penalty, once an article of faith for conservatives, is now in retreat.

The penalty remains the law in 38 states, but last year saw the lowest number of executions in a decade - 53 including Diaz. The number of condemned fell to the lowest level since the restoration of capital punishment in 1976: 114, compared with 317 in 1996.

10 states have suspended executions, and for the first time last week, one state - New Jersey - announced it was leaning towards abolition. "The death penalty is inconsistent with evolving standards of decency," an official commission reported. New Jersey would be the 1st to take such  a step since capital punishment was restored.

"The death penalty is on the defensive," said Richard Dieter, director  of the Death Penalty Information Centre in Washington DC. "Its flaws are much more obvious now. If you are for the death penalty you are going to have to say how are we going to avoid executing innocent people."

Mr Dieter attributes much of the declining taste for the death penalty to science, with DNA and other new technologies used to establish innocence in cases where a jury has chosen to convict. More than 120 people have been freed from death row because of doubts about their conviction, including at least a dozen because of DNA testing.

Such doubts led George Ryan, the conservative Republican governor of Illinois, to impose a moratorium on executions 7 years ago after more than a dozen wrongful convictions were overturned. His conversion came about when journalism students at Northwestern University produced a taped confession exonerating a man who had been on death row for 17 years. Other inmates on death row were later cleared by DNA, and subsequent investigations.

"Juries make mistakes. Prosecutors make mistakes. If you are for the death penalty you have to say we are going to lose innocent lives but it is worth it," Mr Dieter said.

In Florida, executions are on hold because of public queasiness about  lethal injection following Diaz's botched execution. As the medical examiner discovered, technicians missed the veins when they were inserting the intravenous tubes into Diaz's arms, and it took a 2nd injection to kill him. Death penalty opponents say such excruciating deaths are to be expected in American prisons. According to Human Rights Watch, one of 

The three chemicals in the mix of lethal injections has been banned for use on animals because of fears that it masks, rather than relieves, pain.

In New Jersey, where there have been no executions since the state restored the death penalty 25 years ago, the argument came down to the high cost of legal appeals while keeping people on death row. An  official commission last week concluded it did not work. "There is no compelling evidence that the New Jersey death penalty rationally serves a 

Legitimate penological intent."

The judiciary has also turned against the death penalty, with the  supreme court barring the execution of the insane, people with learning difficulties, or minors, and lower courts turning to alternative sentences. 37 of the 38 states that retain the death penalty now have life without parole.

Death penalty opponents say that such lifelong prison terms make it increasingly difficult to argue that the death penalty is the last defence against a convicted killer going free. In the last few years, juries in celebrated capital cases have balked at imposing the final punishment. Zacarias Moussaoui, convicted last year over the September 11 attacks, 

Got life in a maximum security jail. So did Gary Ridgeway, the Green River serial killer from Washington state, who admitted to murdering 48  people,and received a life term with no parole. If one of the worst serial killers in history does not deserve the death penalty, the argument goes,  who does?

Mr Dieter said: "There are indications of change even in places like Texas and Virginia," the states that perform the most executions.

Those developments came too late for Diaz, as did the outrage over lethal injection. But for Suzanne Keffer, of the Capital Collateral Regional Counsel, his lawyer for the past 8 years, his suffering may produce some good. "If you can look at it this way, that something good may come out  of this ... it certainly may be a benefit."
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From the courtroom 
Lawyer: now doctor, isn’t it true that when a person dies in his sleep he does not know about it until the next morning? Witness: Did you actually pass the bar ex?am
Book Review by Jo Gibbs

We Need to Talk about Kevin 

by Lionel Shriver

From the blurb we know that Kevin is in prison, convicted of murdering, seven classmates, a teacher and a cafeteria worker, just before his 16th birthday.   This story was never about what Kevin did, but rather, why Kevin did what he did, was it nature or nurture?  
Written in the form of letters from Eva to her husband Franklin, much of the story is told in flashback as Eva travels back and forth to the prison in which her son is incarcerated in a bid to gather answers about ‘Thursday’, while all the time struggling to make ends meet on her own in a town where everyone knows her simply as Kevin's mother.  Eva gradually tells the story of his Kevin’s life in a series of letters to her estranged husband Franklin.  This long story  is written in the narrative, which will not be to everyone’s liking, but once started I could not put this book down, I devoured every page, irritated if I was interrupted, even surreptitiously reading a few paragraphs when I should have been getting to grips with work.   It’s an elegant psychological thriller.  Philosophical investigations of culpability with a brilliant denouement, an intelligent, articulate piece of work.

In her letters to Franklin Eva confesses the feelings she had when Kevin as born, that she felt ‘unmoved’ and after holding Kevin for a while she felt ‘boredom’.  Here is a woman, a founder and CEO of a publishing company, whose whole life revolves around her work, until Kevin is born, when she feels completely destroyed by motherhood.   She tells Franklin the truth about Kevin as she sees it.  Kevin is so difficult to look after and the succession of au pairs brought in to care for him do not stay too long, but never say why they are leaving. Eventually Eva has to stay home to care for him, which puts her at the mercy of Kevin’s nasty behaviour.  Franklin does not help as he is always giving Kevin the benefit of the doubt. He knows that Eva has not bonded with Kevin and seems to be overcompensating - but again there is ambiguity there - we only hear Eva's retrospective views. Franklin appears irritatingly good-natured about anything concerning Kevin. 
So in his formative years why did Kevin pretend he wasn’t potty trained, and wear a diaper until he was six years old?  Why did Kevin destroy his mother’s office with red paint? Could Kevin really have sabotaged a young friend’s bike to cause an accident? Eva remembers seeing Kevin take a keen interest in the brakes.  
With the birth of her daughter, Celia, Kevin becomes even more than before, the apple of his father’s eye, a child who can do no wrong. Celia becomes exactly the same for Eva and when tensions between the two children begin to simmer, it is more pronounced because Celia worships her big brother Kevin.  Eva recollects the day Franklin persuades her to allow Kevin to take care of Celia after school until their return from work.  And the day Kevin calls her at work to say he is with Celia at the hospital after a little accident.  Eva wonders, did he deliberately blind his little sister? Eva distinctly remembers putting the caustic bleach on the highest shelf.   Surprisingly, there are no answers from Franklin to Eva's letters, and as she writes she reminds him of his point of view at the time. Eva fears that her own shortcomings may have shaped what her son has become. But how much is she to blame? And if it isn’t her fault, why did he do it?

Eva’s last two letters to her husband reveals the most shocking and harrowing end to her story.  Knowing that Kevin has been arrested, Eva tries to contact her husband by cell and home phone to no avail.  She arrives home already in a state of shock to find Franklin’s truck in the garage, the house in a messy state, dishes still in the sink. Eva walks through every room slowly; all the bedrooms are empty.  ‘Where are you’ she whispers.  The garden door is shut; even so Eva feels trepidation.  She flicks the switch to flood the garden with light.  Backed against the target is Celia - standing at attention, still and trusting, as if eager to play ‘William Tell’. Her body affixed to the target by 5 arrows. As Eva looks at her daughter she realises that the prosthetic eye she had cleaned and put back that morning was missing.  As Eva scrambles up to the archery range she stumbles upon something, Franklin in the bushes, an arrow angled through his throat.  Eva realises the enormity of allowing Kevin to practise archery for six years. She also finally realises why he staged his crime just a few days before his 16th birthday.

Eva's letters are a really clever way of telling the story and add to its ambiguity - how reliable is Eva's narration? Are there things that she might have omitted? Eva implies that she is the only person that can see the "real" Kevin, whom she describes as having sociopath characteristics but is this her own biased view?  Is Kevin's behaviour innate or shaped by his upbringing? Eva fears that her own shortcomings may have shaped what her son has become. But how much is she to blame? And if it isn’t her fault, why did he do it? Does the story ultimately invite us to deliver a verdict on nature or nurture or not?  You have to read the book to discover what you believe ultimately motivated Kevin to stage ‘Thursday’.

Florida death work
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Presuming to sanitize the grotesque, dehumanizing work of the executioner is a politically driven exercise in futility.

Was Angel Diaz's grotesque execution, simply, good enough for government work?

The official fantasy that lethal injection is a clean, painless, "human" method by which the state may end life was certainly exploded in December, when Diaz hung on for more than 20 minutes, gasping like a fish, and ultimately requiring a second dose of lethal chemicals, before he was finally "put down."

In the political "post-mortum" that has unfolded since former Gov. Jeb Bush suspended executions and appointed a special commission to find out what went wrong, it has been learned that the official state executioner was badly trained, and that the official state "medical professional" did not even remain in the chamber for the duration of the death work. The needles injected into Diaz went right through his veins and deposited afoot-long chemical "blister" in the tissue of his arms.

"They did exactly the wrong thing," Columbia University anesthesiologist Mark Heath said this week of the manner in which the three-drug "cocktail" was administered to Diaz. Apparently, even veterinarians won't use the state's "humane" process to put down animals.

We're not sure what's more astonishing about this past week's commission proceedings: That the state carries out its most somber duty - the taking of human life - in such haphazard and sloppy fashion? Or that this fact-finding exercise is intended to arrive at a new, improved and sanitized death ritual.

What will the commission recommend: That the official executioner be better trained? That the official medical professional stay in the death chamber until the "patient's" heart stops beating? That veterinarians been listed to ensure a proper putting down?

The absurdity of these proceedings would be laughable if the consequences were not so deadly serious. A central dilemma facing the state is that the official executioner really ought to be the medical professional. But a true medical professional, bound by the Hippocratic oath to "do no harm," would not perform a procedure intended, after all, to harm, not to cure. There is no "humane" way to kill. Execution, whether delivered by electricity, chemical or the rope, is a debasing act that dehumanizes the state and, by extension, all of its citizens. The notion that, somehow, a flawless, painless, "humane" procedure will lessen the debasement is as grotesque as the clumsy performance that unfolded in Angel Diaz's death chamber.

 (source: Editorial, Gainesville Sun)
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THE FDRAG

 Share-a-book program…

Each month, FDRAG will collect book/magazine wishes from the readers of our Newsletter.  In order to submit a book wish, simply fill out the form, send it to FDRAG and your book may be one of the 10 book titles, which will be drawn each month, and purchased via Amazon.com….Because we want this program to benefit as many as possible on our shoestring budget, we ask that you pass on your book when you’re done reading it.
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The Information package/Legal 
Karin Elsea

Poste Restante

St. Francois

1000 Lausanne 2 Switzerland

visits and staying in Starke

Hannah Floyd 

14856 SE 25th Avenue

Starke Florida 32091

904 964 7303

Greeting cards etc,,,,!!!!!!

Please address requests to Above-mentioned, Roxanne, or Hannah
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(cont. from page 4) shocked! “[..] Develop and implement procedures which review foreseeable lethal injection contingencies which are rehearsed in the periodic training.” Now, that would be terrific, if not for the fact that regardless of rehearsal the folks at FSP are likely to screw up anyway, in ways that defy all contingencies. 

Finally, having exhausted themselves (by their own sheer brilliance, no doubt) the Commission gets around to the miscellaneous suggestions: “Develop and implement procedures to ensure that a member of the execution team is able to communicate in the primary language of the inmate being executed.” Awkward conversation to follow: “Hello - we're calling on behalf of the FL DOC, and we're planning to kill your fellow country-man -- and, uh, we would appreciate if you'd translate... So, for instance, when s/he asks ‘what’s happening?’ and we respond that we just tore up his/her veins with a needle and will shortly be injecting lethal chemicals that will work with a 20-minute delay while causing chemical burns & excruciating pain into his/her soft tissue, you simply convey this in your native tongue, as per the guidelines listed in our protocol...How's next Thursday?” “Install additional clocks and any additional necessary lighting in the Death Chamber.” No, we don’t know where this suggestion comes from, either... 34 minutes will be 34 minutes no matter how many clocks they install in the Death Chamber. The Commission ends the report by suggesting that the DOC “explore other more recently developed chemicals for use in a lethal injection execution with specific consideration and evaluation of the need of a paralytic drug like pancuronium bromide in an effort to make the lethal injection execution procedure less problematic.” One of the Commission’s own members objected to this suggestion stating the “[belief that] the Commission was not authorized to expand its charge beyond the Governor’s Executive Order, I must respectfully voice my dissent regarding the overreaching of the Commission’s remarks on this point.” ......Because, really: Why get rid of a drug that facilitates invisible torture?
*Infinite Monkey Theorem: Very simply, The infinite monkey theorem states that a monkey hitting keys at random on a typewriter keyboard for an infinite amount of time will almost surely type or create a particular chosen text, such as the complete works of William Shakespeare
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Winners of the book drawing SPRING 2007


Wydell Evans Sr.    		Tree of Life


Noel Doorbal          		The Dragon's Eye


George Trepal       		 The World Almanac 2007


Robert Preston    		 The World Almana 2007


Roy McDuffie        		  Swahili/English Dictionary


Derrick Smith        		 The Politics of Jesus


Michael Gosminiski 		Italian for Dummies


Rory Conde             		Dreams


Wayne Parker        		 The Coldest Winter Ever


Richard Haynard  		  Payback


 














FREE SEMINAR


CAPITAL DEFENSE HANDBOOK TRAINING


Where:  1738 West University Avenue in Gainesville


	Hurley house behind St Augustines Catholic student center.


When:	June 9th 2007. from 9.00 to no later than 5.00


By whom: Claudia Whitmann


For Whom: Anyone interested. Great for family members who wishes to gain an understanding of the legal procedures, when a loved one is sentenced to death. 


for further information call FDRAG at :904 964 7303





* CAPITAL DEFENSE HANDBOOK - a training manual for inmates, family, friends, and community activists – including fundraising, investigation, strategy, reading all legal documents, record keeping, coordinating lawyers/innocence projects/prisoners, etc. 


* Capital Defense Seminars - training community and family members to use the Capital Defense Handbook and become proactive in working with a legal team 









































































Florida Death Row Advocacy Group 

14856 SE 25th Avenue

Starke, Florida 32091

www.FDRAG.org


